
In an era of constant cell phone notifications, social 
media updates, and round-the-clock news cycles, 
avoiding the flood of breaking news becomes a 
daunting challenge. Despite this information 
overload, do you truly understand the significance of 
what you witness during the initial moments of 
unfolding stories? 

During this Slam Dunk, you will define and 
understand why individuals and news outlets want to 
be the first to report a story, analyze breaking news 
alerts to identify clues or false or incomplete 
information, and reflect on the consequences of 
reacting right away to breaking news reports.

In this Slam Dunk, you will conduct brief, focused research to respond to the inquiry question:

Have you ever seen a breaking news alert like this one?
How did/does it make you feel?
Video-Social Media: Is Your Breaking News Broken?

Image Source: Common Sense Education
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIIYiEXWNAw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIIYiEXWNAw


First, view the video linked on the right. Then, choose two or 
more of the following information sources linked here to 
complete the student activity on Slide 3:

 Fake News and Misinformation (Gale in Context)

 Mis, Dis, and Mal Information from Evidence Locker

 Media Bias (Gale in Context)

 Check your news-literacy bias: foster skepticism, stay vigilant, and ask 
yourself the hard questions (Gale in Context)

 Legit-O-Meter Poster: Common Sense Media

*NOTE: If you are prompted to login to access database/digital content links, 
your teacher/librarian can provide login information

Your teacher will show you the YouTube video Is 
Your Breaking News Broken on Social Media

Image Source: YouTube
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https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/WVUFKI113722490/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-MSIC&xid=39443598
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/WVUFKI113722490/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-MSIC&xid=39443598
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/WVUFKI113722490/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-MSIC&xid=39443598
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/WVUFKI113722490/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-MSIC&xid=39443598
https://bcpscloud.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/LibraryMedia/Shared%20Documents/School%20Library%20Media/Curriculum%20Writing/2023%20Curriculum%20Writing/Digital%20Citizenship%20Q3/MS%20Slam%20Dunks/Finding%20Credible%20News%20and%20Sources/Mis,%20Dis,%20Mal%20Information.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=0T6kbs
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/SUUCBZ867791997/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-MSIC&xid=10a407d6
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/SUUCBZ867791997/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-MSIC&xid=10a407d6
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/SUUCBZ867791997/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-MSIC&xid=10a407d6
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A488688045/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-MSIC&xid=c65b6349
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A488688045/MSIC?u=bcps&sid=bookmark-MSIC&xid=c65b6349
https://www.commonsense.org/sites/default/files/pdf/2021-03/hs-legitposter-85x11.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIIYiEXWNAw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIIYiEXWNAw
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Use the information sources 
on Slide 2 to complete 
this graphic organizer.

Gather information about 
understanding how to respond 
to breaking news versus false 
or incomplete information. 
Using this knowledge, you will 
complete an activity and a 
Schoology assessment.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IZfLXQ6QgoKGlVEKkpIMVN7NHwPP23TKgL4P1wIIc14/copy


First, your teacher/librarian will have you take 
the "Breaking News: This Just In" Quiz in 
Schoology. Then, you will have an 
opportunity to practice your learning as 
described below:

Use the information you have learned about 
responding to breaking news to complete 
the "Media and News Literacy: Canceled 
Concert?" Activity.

Image Source: Common Sense Media
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xaf-SBpd9GD5Y3zvNjAHssE5mce5otVcPRTqpO8-XUg/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xaf-SBpd9GD5Y3zvNjAHssE5mce5otVcPRTqpO8-XUg/copy


Option 1: Complete the Social Media 
TestDrive to practice how to respond 
to breaking news!

Option 2:  Practice with analyzing 
breaking news stories by looking at 
various news sources in the Skatepark 
Story activity.

Image Source: Common Sense Media
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https://app.socialmediatestdrive.org/intro/advancedlit
https://app.socialmediatestdrive.org/intro/advancedlit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vv2jat0pUWy2zoriD3ewAU-Rf2EF7teNCjhkleJKRP0/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vv2jat0pUWy2zoriD3ewAU-Rf2EF7teNCjhkleJKRP0/copy


Digital Citizenship: Grade 8

Objective: We will analyze breaking news alerts to identify clues of false 
or incomplete information.

Time Frame:  1 90 minute class periods

Notes to the teacher:
 Collaborate with your school library media specialist to plan and 

implement this lesson.
 Have students use learning supports provided in any BCPS-licensed 

Digital Content included in this lesson. Refer to Digital Content 
Snapshots & Support pages for guidance as needed.

 Consider using the Schoology Assignment Apps feature to assign 
Microsoft or Google documents for students to access, edit, and 
submit through Schoology.

 Lesson content used or adapted from the Common Sense Media 
lesson This Just In. See this lesson before implementing the Slam 
Dunk research model to gain a broader sense of the lesson content 
or for additional lesson resources. You may need to register a free 
Common Sense Education account to access all the lesson content.

 Consider sending home these Common Sense Education family 
resources relevant to this topic: Family Tips, Family Activity

Learning Standards Alignment
Content Learning Standards *Get these from content curriculum writer/office

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy 
Reading: 8. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Writing: 8. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.
Language: 8. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

AASL Standards Framework for Learners -  Inquire:  Build new knowledge by inquiring, 
thinking critically, identifying problems, and developing strategies for solving problems.
Create:  Learners engage with new knowledge by following a process that includes:
I.B.1 Using evidence to investigate questions.
Grow: Learners participate in an ongoing inquiry-based process by:
I.D.4 Using reflection to guide informed decisions.

ISTE Standards for Students:
2.  Digital Citizen – 2b.  Engage in positive, safe, legal, and ethical behavior when using 
technology, including social interactions online or when using  networked devices.
3. Knowledge Constructor – 3d. Students build knowledge by actively exploring real-
world issues and problems, developing ideas and theories and pursuing answers and 
solutions.
6. Creative Communicator – 6a.  Choose the appropriate platforms and tools for 
meeting the desired objectives of their creation or communication.
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https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://myapplications.microsoft.com/
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://innovationhub.bcps.org/digital-resource-toolbox/digital-content-snapshots-and-support-pages
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIvw9JcZPQs
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship/lesson/this-just-in
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://standards.aasl.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/180206-AASL-framework-for-learners-2.pdf
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-students
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3cPDSRs_g0GOdLONSDpa_eqkzm-GamRBnWUaBGD_8EpUNkZLVE9WWEdTR0pRU0dBT1ZaVjI1WkM0Ny4u
http://www.bcps.org/
http://fno.org/sept02/slamdunk.html
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